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“But Master, surely some are more fitting  
for such a noble task?” 
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Honor Men and thank them for 
the work they have performed 
to warrant each cap.  Honors are 
“given” to no one.  �ey must  
be earned.  Honors are earned, 
not only by the work done in  
the Scottish Rite, but by the 
hours of unselfish time spent 
aiding our Grand Lodge, our 
Blue Lodges (from which all of 
our new members come), our 
collateral bodies, as well as their 
efforts in our communities for  
a better neighborhood.  

I cannot say congratulations 
to these men without saying 
thank you to all those who  
work so hard to help our  
Scottish Rite be the “Rite Place 
to be.”  I wish I had a cap for  
every dedicated man, however 
our Statutes limit only a few 
honors for each Orient.  A list 
of these advancements is listed 
elsewhere in this magazine.   
I hope to see you at our awards 
banquet in support of these  
men and your Scottish Rite.

Before I close, I would like  
to mention our Fall Class named 
in honor of Illustrious Brother  
J. Frederick Hobine, 33°.   
Brother Fred was one of those 
men who worked tirelessly for 
our Scottish Rite.

He was a member of Liberty 
Pickering Lodge #219.  Brother 
Fred joined our Scottish Rite 
on March 5, 1986, and became 
a regular figure about the Rite.  
He was a part of everything and 
received his Knight Commander 
Court of Honor (KCCH) in 1991.  
He was appointed as the valley 
almoner and worked very hard 

with others for our �ursday 
“Rite Cheer” lunches and many 
special events.  Brother Fred was 
presented with his “white cap” 
33° Inspector General Honorary 
in the Fall Class of 1997.  

�e Scottish Rite is the larg-
est of our collateral bodies and 
presents live stage degree pre-
sentations.  �is fall there will 
be 13 degrees presented in the 
Valley of Baltimore, culminating 
with the 32°.  Also, in Baltimore, 
if you are a first line signer on 
the petition of a new member 
in the first year of your Scot-
tish Rite Membership (or top 
line signer on 5 petitions after 
that), you will receive a beauti-
ful Lucite pyramid containing a 
14th degree ring.  Brother Fred 
would be very honored to have 
a large class named in his honor, 
and you and your “new” broth-
er will have an excellent time 
at reunion day.  Remember the 
words of Brother Albert Pike: 
“�e true mason labors for the 
benefit of those who are to come 
after him.”

In closing, may I wish you  
a very pleasant end to the  
summer, as well as the Blessings 
of good health and much happi-
ness to you and your family.
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GREETINGS TO ONE AND ALL!

I hope this issue of your  
Rite News finds you well and 
your summer going likewise!   
In our last issue we were enjoy-
ing Spring, talking about new 
growth, and preparing for the 
new members from the Spring 
Class.  Now I find myself get-
ting ready for our next Biennial 
Session, new advancements for 
some, and a new Fall Class.

New Red and White Caps have 
been ordered and are being 
prepared for placement on the 
heads of deserving Honor Men.  
I want to congratulate our new 

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33°

Sovereign Grand Inspector  
General in Maryland



AUG/SEPT/OCT 2025   |   RITENEWS of Maryland   54   RITENEWS of Maryland   |   AUG/SEPT/OCT 2025

I 
HOPE THIS ISSUE finds every-
one well and healthy and 
enjoying a very nice  

summer. I would like to  
congratulate all of our new 
Scottish Rite Masons from the 
late Ill. E. Ray Leppo, Jr., 33°, 
GC Class of 2025. It was truly 
an honor and pleasure to get to 
meet each of you during our  
degree work, as it was also my 
first class as the Personnel  
Representative for the Valley  
of Baltimore - truly an honor 
and one I’ll never forget.  
Speaking of the degree work 
from our cast members and  
support staff, I thank each of 
you for your hard work and 
dedication. The degree work 
was outstanding and support 
staff also did an outstanding  
job from the property room, 
wardrobe, lights to the sound, 
meals etc. We Thank You All!

Seeing the degrees again from 
a different view was amazing.  

�is marked my first time seeing 
all of the degrees again since I 
am normally back in the prop-
erty room putting the scenes 
together and getting ready for 
the next one so would miss out 
seeing the actual degree work. 
Viewing it from the floor brings 
it all back together again. I also 
had a chance to see degree work 
in both the Susquehanna and  
the Frederick Valleys. You can  
tell our Brothers are taking  
the time to study the work and  
provide great fellowship in  

both of the Valleys.
Brethren, I ask you to come 

back to your Scottish Rite  
Temple, I am sure the degrees 
you witnessed went by fast. 
Now, we ask you to come back 
and enjoy them again or, join  
us by being a part of any of the  
cast for one of the degrees,  
a support staff member in  
staging, wardrobe, property, 
lighting, sound, music, temple  
of the guard, kitchen or Knights 

of St. Andrew. Please let us 
know by contacting the  
Scottish Rite Office. We have  
a place for you!

I would also like to congratu-
late lll. Brother Ralph Perry, 33° 
on his retirement as Personal 
Representative, the new 
appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative, lll. Brother Rick 
Ivey, 33°, and the appointment of 
Honorable Brother Dave Martak, 
32°, KCCH as the new Assistant 
Personal Representative for the 
Valley of Susquehanna.

�e upcoming events here at 
the Scottish Rite; We have  
our Lobsterfest on August 9th, 
our work will be starting in  
September; September 3rd will 
be the Lodge of Perfection and 
each week after finishing with 
the Consistory on September 
24th. �e Fall Class Orientation 
will be on October 8th; the class 
will be in honor of the late Ill. 
John Frederick Hobine 33rd  
Degree.  If you know a 3rd  
Degree Mason that has complet-
ed his catechism, let him know 
about the Scottish Rite and your  
experience there, we would  
really like to have the audito-
rium full. Also, on October 11th, 
we will have our Honors Day 
Celebration with the Capping 
Ceremony of our newest  
KCCH and 33rd Degree Scottish  
Rite Masons followed by the 
banquet that evening, always  
a very special day.

Valley of Baltimore
BY: ILL. JOHN W. BRODBECK, JR., 33°—PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

�e Albert Pike Lodge of Perfection
BY: BRO. NORMAN F. HENTHORN III, 32°—VENERABLE MASTER

W
HAT WAS IT that 
caused you to 
knock at the door 

of Freemasonry? Were you 
seeking to journey through 
the rabbit hole and dive deeper 
into the Scottish Rite? Was it 
further fellowship, the want of 
understanding, or the pursuit 
of further knowledge, or was 
it the chance to shape yourself 
into something better? Some of 
these questions are just as valid 
for a tenured member as they 
are for our newest candidates. 
Each of us, every time we enter 
the Lodge, must ask ourselves 
these questions. Are we still 
pursuing the answers with the 
same fire and intensity we all 
felt when we knelt at that sacred 
altar? Are we building, refining, 
improving ourselves and our 
craft or have we simply become 
observers? The work of the 
Lodge of Perfection is not about 
merely attending the meetings 

and degrees. It is about how we 
engage with our members.

At our next stated meeting, 
I encourage all Scottish Rite 
Masons to attend and get 
involved. Whether you’re an 
officer, a newer member seeking 
deeper understanding, or a 
long-standing Brother who has 
not been back in a while, your 
presence makes a difference! 
�is meeting will mark the 
start of our fall work with an 
opportunity to reconnect and 
recommit to the values of our 
beloved Rite.

Scottish Rite Freemasonry is 
not a spectator sport. It requires 
attention, study, and most 
importantly, participation. �e 
degrees we confer are not meant 
to be simply watched; they 
are meant to be experienced, 
understood, and to be brought 
to life through our actions. �is 
fall, I encourage you not just 
to attend the degrees but most 
importantly, to get involved. 
Ask questions, mentor a new 
Brother, and consider what our 
rituals aim to teach us about 
ourselves.

Illustrious Brother Albert Pike 
wrote:

“�e true Mason labors for 
the benefit of those who are 
to come after him, and for the 
advancement and perfection of 
the humanity.”

�is is the essence of our 
labor and all that we do within 

the Lodge of Perfection. We 
do not meet for the sake 
of ceremonies, we meet to 
strengthen character, sharpen 
our understanding, build a life 
worth living and a legacy that 
will survive us. Let us begin 
this new cycle with a renewed 
purpose and a full quorum of 
dedicated Brethren.

I look forward to greeting 
each of you on September 3rd as 
we set the tone for our fall 
class, and welcome our newest 
members to our Valley with 
open arms. So come early, stay 
late, and be an engaged member 
of our Valley remembering the 
strength of our fraternity lies 
not in our number but in our 
values and purposes as Scottish 
Rite Masons.

Brethren, I ask  
you to come back  

to your Scottish Rite 
Temple, I am  

sure the degrees  
you witnessed  
went by fast. 

The degrees we 
confer are not 

meant to be 
simply watched; 

they are meant to 
be experienced, 

understood, and to 
be brought to life 

through our actions.
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G
REETINGS BRETHREN. I hope 
you are all well, and 
enjoying the summer 

season. I don’t know about you, 
but I always look forward to 
sunny days and some time off 
from work to travel and enjoy 
family time. Most of all, I’m 
looking forward to spending 

Meredith Chapter of Rose Croix
BY: BRO SEAN F. DOBBS, 32°—WISE MASTER

a few summer days with my 
boys out on a little old Jon boat 
I recently bought. After going 
out with them for the first 
time a couple weeks ago, I am 
absolutely convinced it was well 
worth the scolding I received 
from my wife. 

A few years ago, around the 
time I decided to pursue my 
dream of becoming a lawyer and 
around the time I decided to join 
this amazing brotherhood, I had 
sort of an epiphany. I realized 
that fear of failure was futile, 
and the same things that made 
me happy as a child still make 
me happy today. It turns out, 
realization of those truths for me 
was extremely freeing, and also, 
a great source of contentment. 

For me, engaging in the 
activities I shared with my loved 

ones as a child helps to escape 
the unrealistic expectations this 
world sometimes thrusts upon 
us men, as we all do our best 
to be good fathers, husbands, 
brothers, and friends. So, I 
encourage you all, especially 
those that have had a stressful 
first half of the year, to 
reconnect with those activities 
this summer. Get out to your 
Blue Lodges before we go dark 
and remember to find some time 
this summer to engage in those 
activities that give you all that 
same freedom, contentment, 
and childlike joy I get just from 
fishing with my boys on that 
little boat.  

Looking forward to seeing 
you all back at Scottish Rite in 
Baltimore, after a restorative 
summer break!

SPRING CLASS 2025—OFFICERS IN MEMORY OF ILL. E. RAY LEPPO, JR., 33°, GC

(Officers from Left to Right)

Hon. Allen L. Washington, 32°, KCCH 
Class Director

Bro. Robert J. Goetz, 32° 
Class Secretary/Treasurer 

Bro. Hadarou Sare, 32° 
Class President/Orator

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General 

Bro. Leon L. Pettaway, 32° 
Asst. Class Director

Honors Day is a Biennial Event when the Scottish Rite 
confers the 33rd degree and the Knight Commander 

Court of Honour. While the 33rd degree is a closed rite, 
only open to Inspector Generals – Active and Honorary, 
the KCCH Investiture and Capping are public ceremonies 

and open to all. Afterwards, there is a Gala Banquet  
again open to all, to celebrate this auspicious occasion 

and the elevation of the honorees.

TO ALL SCOTTISH RITE MASONS
This is your invitation to attend

Honors Day
Saturday, October 11th, 2025

Noon – 2:00pm  Ladies Program – Colonnade Hotel 
Honoree’s Lady – No Charge, All others $30.00

12:45pm – 1:15pm Registration for 33rd Degree Candidates - Classroom

1:30pm – 3:00pm  Conferral of the 33rd Degree  
Admission to the 33° conferral is for 33° Scottish Rite Masons Only – Must 
Present Current Dues Card to Enter, Dress is Tuxedo, White 33° Cap & Jewel

2:30pm – 3:15pm  Registration of 32°- KCCH Candidates—Banquet Hall 
Set Stage and Floor for KCCH Investiture

3:30pm – 4:45pm  Open conferral of the KCCH Investiture 
Capping Ceremony to follow the 32°— KCCH Investiture

5:30pm Pictures of new Honor Men in Classroom

6:00pm – 8:00pm  Honors Banquet—Reservations Required, $75.00 per person  
Grapes of Wrath Salad, 4oz Filet & 4oz Jumbo Lump Crab Cake,  
Twice Baked Potato, Oven Roasted Asparagus, Warm Sourdough Rolls  
and Butter, Apple Crumb with Fresh Dipped Ice Cream, Decaf and Coffee, 
Hot Tea & Ice Tea, Cash Bar.  
(New Honorees and 1 Guest - No Cost, Assigned Seating – No tickets Issued)

PLEASE RSVP BY MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29th, 2025 

Scottish Rite Office; Monday-Friday 9am – 3pm, or by calling 410-243-3200 
Cash, Check and Charge Cards accepted
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Chesapeake Consistory
BY: HON. GORDON A. MUNHOLLAND, 32°, KCCH— MASTER OF KADOSH

O
N BEHALF OF the 
Chesapeake Consistory, 
I would like to 

congratulate the 2025 Spring 
Class. I hope that you enjoyed 
your journey of going through 
several degrees. I encourage 
each of you to attend the 
meetings of the four bodies of 
the Rite in September and come 
back out and see the degrees 
again. I also hope you take 

the time to stay active in the 
Scottish Rite.

During the spring, I was able 
to watch and enjoy the degrees 
in the Valley of Baltimore and 
the Valley of Cumberland. I was 
impressed by the work of each 
Valley. I was also surprised at 
the small differences of the work 
of the degrees between the two 
Valleys. For those who have not 
seen it, I strongly recommend 
that you make a trip to see the 
varying ways the degrees can 
be conferred. I am hoping to be 
able to visit the other Valleys in 
the fall to see some of the work 
that they do.

Even though we are not 
conferring any of the degrees 
for a few months, there is still 
plenty of activity for the several 
Valleys in the State. I am looking 
forward to one of my personal 
favorite events,  Lobsterfest, on 
August 9th. �is event I view as 
a time to have a celebration with 

my Brothers and their families 
to celebrate summer and  
gently ease into starting our 
labors again. 

October 11th will be the  
“Orient of Maryland Honors 
Day”. �is day is a time when 
some of our esteemed Brethren 
will be honored by being in-
vested as a Knight Commander 
Court of Honor (KCCH). KCCH 
is not a degree but an honor 
bestowed on those who receive 
it. Also on Honors Day, other 
Brethren will have the 33rd  
degree Inspector General  
Honorary conferred on them. 
�e Brethren who receive this, 
have already been invested as 
KCCH and have put forth  
exceptional work to further 
Masonry and the Scottish Rite. 
�e 33rd degree conferral is 
closed and only attended by 
33rd degree Masons. However, 
the investiture for KCCH is open 
to be shared with your family.

After the Ceremony, refreshments will be served in the Banquet Hall & each 
attendee will receive a bag of fresh fruit

Date: Wednesday, November 19th, 2025
Cost $30.00 per person, children under 12 are free

Please RSVP to the Office by Friday, November 14th, 2025

410-243-3200

WHAT IS THE  
FEAST OF TISHRI?

Deut. 16:13 - �ou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles  
after thou hast gathered in thy corn and wine.

�e Feast of Tabernacles also 
commemorates the ceremonies of the 
completion and dedication of King 
Solomon’s Temple, which was begun in 
the year 2992 *A.L., and finished in a little 
more than seven years.  In the year 3001 
*A.L., six months after its completion, in 
the month of Tishri, the seventh month 
of the Jewish sacred year, the Temple was 
dedicated with reverential ceremonies to 
the one Living and True God.  �at these 
ceremonies would reach the highest 
religious significance, King Solomon 
postponed the dedication until the Feast of 
Tabernacles, the 15th day of Tishri, a day 
he well knew would bring every zealous 

Israelite to Jerusalem.
�e Supreme Council of the Ancient and 

Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
of the Southern Jurisdiction of the 
United States has proclaimed the Feast of 
Tabernacles as the Feast Day of the Lodge  
of Perfection, the 15th day of  
Tishri, (October).

As did the Israelites of old and the New 
England Pilgrims, Scottish Rite Freemasons 
gather to acknowledge the mercies which 
God has poured upon them with lavish 
hand.  It is a time of rejoicing, yet a time 
to pay humble adoration to the Great 
Architect of the Universe, without whose 
aid there would be no harvest.

*Anno Lucius - Freemasonry adds 4,000 years to our current calendar year (example: 
2011 becomes 6011 A.L.).

SALISBURY RING AND CAP CEREMONY—SPRING 2025
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ECHOES FROM THE MOUNTAINTOP News from the Cumberland Valley

THE VALLEY OF CUMBERLAND 

conducted its 185th Confer-
ral and Reunion and presented 
Scottish Rite rings and prayer 
caps to eight new members as 
part of the Spring Convocation. 
�e Spring 2025 Conferral and 
Reunion were dedicated to Hon. 
Roger P. Douglas, 32°, KCCH, of 
Friendship Lodge No. 84 who 
passed away on May 8, 2024.
During the convocation, 
Richard Haines, 32° was named 
Ritualistic Champion for 
Spring 2025 for his outstanding 
performance in the role of 

Expert in the 14th Degree. 
Haines joined the 14th Degree 
team in Spring 2023 following 
the passing of longtime cast 
member James Snider, 33° and 
he has worked hard to memorize 
and perform the part of Expert. 
�e Valley of Cumberland 
initiated the Ritualistic 
Champion Award in Fall 2017 as 
part of the Valley Membership 
Achievement Program in 
order to recognize members 
who achieve excellence in 
Scottish Rite Ritual. Honorees 
are selected following each 

conferral. 
�e Valley will hold its 

186th Conferral and Reunion 
on Saturday, October 25, 2025 
at the Cumberland Masonic 
Temple beginning with light 
refreshments at 7:30 am. We 
look forward to welcoming a 
new class of members to the 
Valley. Petitions are available 
at cumberlandscottishrite.
org, in the Temple lobby, or by 
contacting the Valley Secretary 
Robin Summerfield at info@
cumberlandscottishrite.org or 
301-729-2491.

Valley of Cumberland Growing in Numbers and  
Striving for Excellence

UPCOMING EVENTS

All events at Cumberland 

Masonic Temple unless noted

Cumberland Lodge of 

Perfection 

Monday, May 5, at 7:30 pm

Burns Night Committee 

Monday, August 18  

at 7:30 pm 

Visit to Meyersdale  

Lodge No. 554 

Tuesday, September 2  

at 7:00 pm

Cumberland Heritage Days 

Temple Tours and Performance 

by MacMillan Pipe Band 

Saturday, September 13  

from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Cumberland Lodge of 

Perfection 

Monday, September 15  

at 7:30 pm

Kid Walk/Kid Talk Children’s 

League Fundraiser 

Saturday, September 27  

at 10:00 am

Knights of St. Andrew 

Business Meeting 

Monday, September 29  

at 7:30 pm

Cumberland Lodge of 

Perfection 

Monday, October 6 at 7:30 pm

Cumberland Consistory 

Monday, October 20  

at 7:30 pm

186th Conferral and Reunion 

Saturday, October 25  

at 7:30 am
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ECHOES FROM THE MOUNTAINTOP News from the Cumberland Valley

^ The Cumberland Knights of St. Andrew with members of Emmanuel 

Episcopal Parish at the 2025 Kirkin’ of the Tartans. Pictured L to R: Valley 

Secretary Robin Summerfield, Emmanuel members David Townsend 

and Bishop In-Residence Rev. Dr. Martin Townsend, SGIG Personal 

Representative Jamey Hill, and Senior Warden Richard Haines. 

< Members of the 185th Cumberland 

Scottish Rite Class with Honormen 

and Recommenders.

Front Row: Jerome F.  Robinette, 33°; 

Robert A. West, 32°; Gary D. Ziegler, 

32°; Richard M. Sine, 32°; Joseph A. 

Hughes, 32°; and Ed Kave, 32°, KCCH.

Back Row: SGIG Marlin L. Mills, 33°; 

Kodjo C. Agbeckponou, 32°; Gary W. 

Trail, III, 32°; Matthew V. Palguta, 32°; 

Marco R. Cardenas Pareja, 32°; and 

Christopher Y. Dillard, 32°.

^ Spring 2025 Ritualistic 

Champion Richard Haines and his 

wife, Betty
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Valley of Susquehanna
BY: HON. CHRISTOPHER J. RICCI, 32°, KCCH—WISE MASTER, DEER CREEK CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX

A
S I SIT down to write 
this article and reflect 
upon the Valley of 

Susquehanna, the word that 
continually comes to mind is 
change.  Change has blessed 
 our Valley with growth as  
we welcomed three new 
brothers into our ranks.  
These Brothers received some 
excellent degrees from both  
the Valley of Susquehanna and 
the Valley of Baltimore.  

�e performance of high-
quality degree work can 
be transformative for new 
members.  �e lessons in the 
29 degrees of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite, when 
delivered well, inspire men to 
reflect and apply the lessons to 
their lives fostering meaningful 
change within themselves.

�e Valley of Susquehanna 
recently changed its meeting 

location from Aberdeen Lodge 
No. 187 in Aberdeen, MD to Mt. 
Ararat Lodge No. 44 in Bel Air, 
MD.  �is change has provided 
a larger space for the Valley to 
meet, perform degree work, and 
hold events.  At our spring ring 
ceremony, it was such a joy to 
see a large lodge room filled to 
near capacity with good men 
and their families.  

After the ring ceremony the 
Susquehanna Valley honored 
our Personal Representative of 
the Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General, the Illustrious Ralph 
L. Perry, 33° as he retired after 
many years of service to the Val-
ley of Susquehanna.  I personally 
offer my thanks to our Illustrious 
brother for his tireless efforts 
and dedication to the Valley of 

Susquehanna.  He has been  
there since the first days of the 
Valley.  His leadership has been 
transformative, and the Valley 
has grown and changed much 
due to his efforts.

With the retirement of our 
Personal Representative came 
more change for the Valley of 
Susquehanna.  �e Illustri-
ous William T. Ivey, 33° was 

appointed as the Valley’s new 
Personal Representative of the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector  
General and the Honorable  
David E. Martak, Jr., 32°, KCCH 
was appointed as the Assistant  
Personal Representative of the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General.  �e Honorable Randy 
S. Dietrich, 32°, KCCH was  
appointed as Valley Secretary.

As you see, there has been a lot 
of change for the Susquehanna 
Valley in a short period of time.  
As the Valley looks towards 
the future, we embrace change 
while honoring the past.  We  
are excited about the opportu-
nities that the future will bring 
as the Valley continues to grow 
and change.  
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Spring Pictures 2025

Ring Ceremony Oration
BY: BRO. HADAROU SARE, 32°, CLASS PRESIDENT AND ORATOR—SPRING 2025

G
OOD AFTERNOON and thank 
you for joining us on this 
special occasion.

It is both a great honor and a 
profound responsibility to stand 
before you today as the President 
and Orator of the Scottish Rite 
Class of Spring 2025.

On behalf of my fellow 
brethren, I welcome you 
all to our ring ceremony - a 
milestone that marks not just 
the culmination of a journey 
through the degrees of the 
Scottish Rite, but the beginning 
of a lifelong commitment to the 
values we have embraced.

From the 4th to the 32nd  
degree, we have walked a path  
of discovery, growth, and  
transformation. Each degree  
has been more than a ritual;  
it has been a lesson, a mirror, 
and a call to action. We have 
studied ancient truths, drawn 
from the wisdom of ages and 
traditions, and applied them  
to our own pursuit of light, 
justice, and virtue.

In the Lodge of Perfection, we 
learned that duty, honor, and 
fidelity are not merely words but 
principles that must be lived. We 
discovered the power of symbols 
from the "Yod" engraved on the 
14th-degree ring, representing 
immortal life and lost wisdom, 
to the structure of the Tetractys 
reminding us of universal 
harmony. We delved into the 
stories of Hiram, Joabert, and 

other figures whose faith and 
sacrifice have become our 
compass for moral leadership.

In the Chapter of Rose Croix, 
the lessons deepened. We 
confronted despair and found 
hope. We explored the balance 
of faith and reason, and how 
the soul's journey toward truth 
requires both discipline and 
compassion. �e mysticism 
of the 18th degree, with its 
candles, its sacred words, and its 
universal light reminded us that 
we are all children of the same 
eternal truth.

�rough the Council of 
Kadosh, we encountered great 
moral paradoxes of life. �e 
Ladder of Kadosh, with its rungs 
of Justice and Mercy, taught 
us that personal ascension 
requires balance. �e lessons 
from Jacques de Molay and the 
ancient mysteries reminded 
us that transformation is 
not only spiritual but moral, 
that standing for truth often 
demands sacrifice.

And in the Consistory, the 
culminating degrees tested 
our understanding of all we 
had learned. �e 31st degree, 
Inspector Inquisitor, challenged 
us to reflect upon our own 
actions and to be judges of 
ourselves before judging others. 
�e 32nd degree, Master of 
the Royal Secret, brought us 
full circle. We learned that 
wisdom is not given but earned, 

that knowledge is not about 
domination but about service. 
�e double-headed eagle, with 
eyes on both the past and the 
future, symbolizes our dual 
commitment to preserving 
tradition and building a better 
tomorrow.

We have also come to 
understand that these degrees 
are not isolated teachings. �ey 
form a tapestry, woven with 
threads of justice, faith, courage, 
brotherhood, and love. �ey 
shape who we are, not only as 
Masons, but as leaders, citizens, 
mentors, and men of conscience.

I would be remiss not to 
express our collective gratitude 
to the Scottish Rite leaders, 
instructors, and mentors who 
have guided us on this journey. 
Your wisdom, patience, and 
dedication have inspired us to 
carry the torch forward.

To my fellow brethren: today, 
we do not simply receive a 
ring. We receive a reminder. A 
reminder that we are Knights 
of the East and Princes of 
Jerusalem; Elus of Truth and 
Masters of the Royal Secret. Let 
our actions reflect the light we 
have gained. Let our voices be 
instruments of justice and truth. 
Let our lives be examples of the 
values we profess.

�ank you all, and may the 
Great Architect of the Universe 
continue to bless each of us on 
our journey.
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T
HOMAS, a mason of 
considerable skill, was 
charged with raising a 

grand arch for the lodge’s new 
hall. He gathered his stones: 
grey granite, smooth and 
stout; red sandstone, rough 
and weathered; white marble, 
speckled with light; and dark 
basalt, porous and heavy. 

He stood amidst the pile, 
his brow furrowed. “How can 
such a motley collection form a 
worthy arch?” he muttered. He 
began to sort, placing the granite 
in a proud line, the sandstone 
cast aside, and the basalt pushed 
to the shadows. In his mind, 
only the most uniform stones 
deserved a place of honor. 

�e Master Mason, witnessing 
�omas’s labors, approached 
him with a gentle hand. 
“Brother �omas,” he said, 
“do you not see the virtue in 
each stone? �ough different, 
each holds a unique strength. 

�e granite, indeed, is strong, 
but the sandstone provides a 
firm grip. �e marble, though 
delicate, brings light to the 
structure, and the basalt, though 
dark, binds the whole together.” 

�omas looked upon the 
stones with renewed scrutiny. 
“But Master,” he argued, “surely 
some are more fitting for such a 
noble task?” 

“Consider,” the Master 
replied, his eyes twinkling, 
“were the arch built only of 
granite, it would be a cold 
and unyielding thing, lacking 
the warmth and character of 
the sandstone. Were it built 
only of sandstone, it would 
be uneven and weak. It is the 
careful placement of each, 
the understanding of their 
individual strengths, that creates 
a truly magnificent arch.” 

�omas, his mind awakened, 
began to rearrange the stones. 
He saw how the rough sandstone 

provided purchase for the 
smooth granite, how the dark 
basalt filled the spaces, lending 
unseen strength, and how the 
speckled marble caught the 
light, illuminating the entire 
structure. 

When the arch was complete, 
it stood as a testament to the 
power of unity in diversity. �e 
Master Mason smiled, his face 
radiant. “Brother �omas,” 
he said, “just as these stones, 
diverse in shape and hue, form 
a strong and beautiful arch, so 
too do our brothers, diverse in 
their skills and beliefs, form a 
strong and harmonious lodge. 
Each brings a unique gift, and 
all are equally vital to the whole. 
Remember, true strength lies 
not in sameness, but in the 
harmonious joining of different 
parts. Just as a lodge is built from 
many stones, so too is it built 
from many brothers.”

�e Arch of Diverse Stones 
BY: BRO. LUIS J. GONZALEZ JR., 32°, PAST MASTER, ODENTON LODGE NO. 209

B
RETHREN, I’m looking 
forward to the summer. 
It should be a good 

time with adventures in my 
volunteer life with a youth 
organization outside Masonry. 
Inside Masonry, and especially 
the Scottish Rite, I can relax a 
little before I start reviewing 
the plans for the fall. As the 
Knight Commander of KSA, 
it’s reviewing the fall schedule 
and getting the other Knight 
on the schedule to support the 
meetings and degree conferrals. 
As a cast member in several 
degrees, it’s time to start 
reviewing parts and learning 
new ones. As a degree master 
it’s reviewing the cast list and 
checking that members will be 
available for the fall conferral. 
It’s also the time to recruit 
replacements and understudies. 

As I think about all the things 
I need to accomplish this 
summer, I am reminded of the 
reasons I do them. 

�e first and foremost reason 
is the Masonic admonishment 
to give charity to all mankind. 
Most of the time we think of 
these as financial contributions 
to charitable organizations - 
which are important. But, it is 
also your time and talents given 
freely back to support your 
community and other charitable 
causes. �ose that know me 
know I give a lot of time to 
Scouting America (formerly 
the Boy Scouts of America) 
to provide a good example 
of leadership to the youth 
and assisting with leadership 
courses for adults. In the 
Scottish Rite, I try to contribute 
to the members of the Valley 
of Baltimore a portion of the 
knowledge I have received, and 
to the Valley itself, assistance in 
growing it and the KSA.

Second, there is enjoyment 
and satisfaction in completing 
them. �ere’s nothing like 
watching the progress of a Scout 
going from a shy 10 year-old to a 
competent leader in charge of a 
troop of 40+ Scouts in meetings 
and on campouts. �ere’s also 
great satisfaction in knowing 
that most of that Scouts’ 
leadership skills were taught to 

him by older Scouts you have 
coached. In Scottish Rite degree 
conferrals, it is knowing that the 
degree was well presented and 
well received by the candidates. 
�e brotherhood and fellowship 
among the members of the cast 
also helps keep the members 
doing the conferrals.

Lastly, they all keep me 
learning and active. These are 
the things that keep us from 
getting old too fast. Keeping 
the mind active and learning 
maintains its sharpness. Being 
physically active lets us do 
our favorite sports longer. The 
Scottish Rite and Masonry in 
general keeps my mind sharp 
while being outside. The Scouts 
keeps me physically active.

Now, if you want to join my 
relax and review summer, the 
Knights of St. Andrew always 
needs a few more Knights. You 
don’t have to join the chapter 
leadership, but as a Knight you 
will have fun and contribute to 
your Valley of Baltimore. And 
just as important, if you would 
like to really understand a 
specific degree, there’s no better 
way than to join a degree cast. 
To volunteer in any capacity, 
contact the office at the Scottish 
Rite Temple in Baltimore or your 
Valley officers, and they will pass 
the information.

Knights of St. Andrew—Valley  
of Baltimore
BY: BRO. RICKY D. SMITH, 32°—KNIGHT COMMANDER

MARYLAND “SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY” LICENSE PLATES

Available through the Baltimore Office for SR Masons 
and their spouses. 

The office is open M-F from 9am to 4pm, call 410-243-3200,  
or email aasr@verizon.net and the forms will be mailed to you. 

Cost is $40.00
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�e Chartering of the new  
Southern Maryland Chapter of the  

Knights of St. Andrew
Wednesday, May 21st, 2025
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T
HE SCOTTISH RITE Education  
Committee is pleased to 
announce the John W. 

Brockman Fellows for 2025!
On May 20, 2025, the 

Committee met to interview 
candidates for the Brockman 
Fellowship.  �e purpose of this 
fellowship is to identify and 
provide monetary awards to 
graduate students in Maryland 
universities who are preparing 
to become speech and language 
therapists.  �is fellowship 
has been awarded to over 100 
students since it was established 
in 1982.

�is year, the committee 
interviewed six candidates 
from Towson University, Loyola 
University Maryland, and the 
University of Maryland College 
Park. Awards totaling $20,000 
were made to Lillian Trossman of 
University of Maryland College 
Park, Shannon Quaile of Towson 
University, Christopher Caldwell 
of Towson University, Megan 
Turner of University of Maryland 

College Park, Lourdes Fuentes  
of Loyola University Maryland, 
and Julia Smith of Loyola 
University Maryland. Students 
pictured in order listed counter 
clockwise from top left. 

Participating in the interviews 
of this year’s candidates were  
Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33°, S.G.I.G; 
Ill. Frederick A. Spicer, 33°, G.C.; 
Ill S. Brent Morris, 33°, G.C.;  
Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33°; 
 Ill. Jason Q. Standish, 33°;  
Ill. J. �omas Vance III, 33°; and 
Hon. Charles F. Reid III, 32°, 
KCCH, Committee Chair.

Congratulations to the 
Brockman Fellowship award 
winners for 2025!

Please remember that your 
financial contributions to this 
important fellowship offering 
supports not only the graduate 
students receiving the award 
but also the many children with 
communication disorders who 
will receive services through-
out the therapist’s career.  How 
many investment opportunities 
yield such long-term benefits?

Brockman Scholarships for 2025 
BY: HON. CHARLES F. REID III, 32°, KCCH—CHAIRMAN

Congratulations  
to the  

Brockman  
Fellowship  

award winners  
for 2025!
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T
HE CARROLL SCOTTISH RITE 
Club met on May 3rd at 
the Door of Virtue Lodge. 

The ironic thing is the club 
celebrated its 50th year as a club 
to the exact date. Honorable 
Brother J. Michael Robbins, 32°, 
KCCH is the current President 
of the Carroll Club and wel-
comed everyone in attendance 
for the special evening. After a 
great meal and fellowship, sev-
eral members were recognized.  
Brother Lanny (Doc) Palmer, 
32°, one of the founding club 
members was in attendance, 
and the following Fifty-Year 
Members of the club were  
present: Brother Lanny (Doc) 

Palmer, 32°, Brother Richard 
Roast, 32° and lll. Brother Paul 
Lloyd, 33°. The Club was also 
recognized by The Valley of 
Baltimore congratulating the 
Carroll Club on promoting  
Scottish Rite Mason for fifty 
years. If anyone is interested  
in joining the Carroll Scottish 
Rite Club; please contact  
lll. Brother Paul Lloyd, 33° at  
the following email address:  
lloydpaulnann@comcast.net

Scottish Rite Carroll Club—50th 
Anniversary Celebration



AUG/SEPT/OCT 2025   |   RITENEWS of Maryland   2726   RITENEWS of Maryland   |   AUG/SEPT/OCT 2025

Valley of Balitmore 
Service Awardees—Spring 2025 

(Left to Right)

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
SGIG

Bro. George B. Little, 32° 
50 Year Awardee 

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33° 
Personal Representative

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33° 
Personal Representative 

Bro. William C. Kincaide, 32° 
50 Year Awardee

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
SGIG

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
SGIG

Bro. John T. Kerr, 32° 
50 Year Awardee

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33° 
Personal Representative

Wednesday, October 8th . . . . . . Class Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30pm 

Wednesday, October 15th  . . . . . Confer the 4th & 5th Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30pm

Wednesday, October 22nd . . . . . Confer the 11th & 13th Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30pm

Wednesday, October 29th . . . . . Confer the 14th & 15th Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30pm

Wednesday, November 5th  . . . . Confer the 18th & 20th Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30pm

Saturday, November 8th  . . . . . .  Reunion Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:30am 
Confer 21st, 25th, 30th, 31st & 32nd Degrees 
Coffee and Donuts @ 6:30am 
Lunch Provided to Candidates at No Charge

Sunday, November 9th  . . . . . . .  Ring Ceremony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2:00pm 
This is an Open Ceremony—Family and Guests are Welcome. 
Dinner to Follow Ceremony. Candidate and One Guest Free 
of Charge. Each Additional Guest $20.00

In Memory of  

J. Frederick Hobine, 33º
Valley Of Baltimore 

Fall Class Schedule For 2025

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
SGIG

Mrs. Madeleine Benavent

Bro. H. Herbert Benavent, 32° 
Scottish Rite Mason of the Year for 2024

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33° 
Personal Representative

Ill. Marlin L. Mills, 33° 
SGIG

Bro. C. McKinley Rost, 32° 
50 Year Awardee

Bro. Richard E. Rost, 32° 
50 Year Awardee 

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33° 
Personal Representative
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CHARITABLE DONATIONS

The UK Online Giving Foundation

John T. W. Diller III

Murrell E. Smith, Jr.

The Jesse and Hertha Adams Chari-

table Trust

Barry C. Reusing

The Spring Class of 2025

Randolph L. Campbell

John E. Chisholm

Matthew M. Florian

Robert J. Goetz

Eugene A. Jyan

Joseph E. LaFrance

Hadarou Sare

William C. Robertson, Sr.

TEMPLE DONATIONS

Tommy J. Morris

Randie V. Ursal

Saint Cyprian Conclave,  

Red Cross of Constantine

John T. W. Diller III

Murrell E. Smith, Jr.

Estate of E. Ray Leppo, Jr.

Ternin L. Morris

James J. Malcolm, Jr.

William C. Robertson, Sr.

TEMPLE FUND 

ELEVATOR CAMPAIGN 

Tommy J. Morris

W. Miles Cole

John M. Bessent

Paul M. Lloyd

Eric S. Binnie

Joseph E. Ries IV

Charles A. Oshinsky

Ricky D. Smith

Travis W. Morgan

Baltimore Forest No. 45

Howard G. Malin

Oswald E. Kinat

Thomas F. Hess, Jr.

IN MEMORY OF  

CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of William J. Kapral  

by Marlin and Brenda Mills

In Memory of Paul H. Douglas  

by Marlin and Brenda Mills

Recent Charitable Contributions
AS OF  5/28/2025

Brothers Called From Labor To Eternal Rest

Stanley A. Smith, 32°

Philip M. Clark, Sr., 32°

Carl Harding, 32°

Ronald G. Belanger, 33°, MWPGM

Paul J. Kelley, 32°

Lee A. Jarvis, 32°

Samuel M. Walker, 33°

Costas N. Triantafilos, 32°

James A. Hott, 32°

William J. Kapral, 32°, KCCH

Donald L. Ruggles, 32°

Russell E. Wroten, 32°

James F. Flowers, Jr., 32°

John S. Bauman, 32°

Paul H. Douglas, 33°

Honors Day Program
Saturday, October 11th, 2025 

Times Subject to Adjustment

12:45pm – 1:45pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ladies’ Program

Noon – 1:pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Candidates Light Lunch (33° and KCCH) 
Library 

12:45pm – 1:15pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Registration for 33° Candidates 
Classroom

1:30pm – 3:00pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Conferral of the 33rd Degree –  
Admission Requires Current 33° Dues Card

 

2:30pm – 3:15pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Registration for KCCH Candidates  
Classroom

 

3:30pm – 4:45pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Public Conferral of the KCCH Investiture

4:45pm – 5:30pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Capping Ceremony to follow of KCCH and 33°

5:30pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Photographs of new Honor Men 
Classroom

6:30pm – 8:00pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Honors Banquet  
Reserved Seating – Banquet Hall 

Please RSVP to the Office @ 410-243-3200 by Monday, September 29th, 2025
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, August 9th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baltimore Lobsterfest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2pm

August 17th – August 19th . . . . . . . . . . . . . Supreme Council Biennial Sessions

Wednesday, September 3rd . . . . . . . . . . . . . Albert Pike LOP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 10th . . . . . . . . . . . Meredith Chapter of Rose Croix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30pm

Monday, September 15th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cumberland LOP  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30pm

Wednesday, September 17th . . . . . . . . . . . Maryland Council of Kadosh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30pm

Thursday, September 18th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frederick Feast of Kadosh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:30pm

Wednesday, September 24th . . . . . . . . . . . Chesapeake Consistory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30pm

Monday, September 29th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cumberland KSA Meeting & Rehearsal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30pm

Monday, October 6th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cumberland LOP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30pm

Wednesday, October 8th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Baltimore Fall Class Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm 

Saturday, October 11th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orient of Maryland Honors Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30pm

Wednesday, October 15th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baltimore Confer 4° & 5° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm 

Thursday, October 16th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frederick Fall Class Orientation, Confer 4° & 5° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30pm

Sunday, October 19th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frederick Feast of Tishri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2pm 

Monday, October 20th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cumberland Consistory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30pm

Wednesday, October 22nd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baltimore Confer 11° & 13°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm 

Saturday, October 25th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cumberland Reunion Day – 4°, 9°, 14°, 18°, 30° & 32° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30am 

Saturday, October 25th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Frederick Reunion Day – 14°, 18° & 30° . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am

Monday, October 27th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cumberland KSA Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30pm

Wednesday, October 29th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baltimore Confer 14° & 15°  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm 
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VALLEYS OF MARYLAND
Illustrious 
Marlin L. Mills, 33°
Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Maryland

BALTIMORE VALLEY 

MEETS ON WEDNESDAY 7:30 P.M.

Scottish Rite Masonic Center 

3800 North Charles Street,  

Baltimore,Maryland 21218

Ill. Frederick Spicer, 33°, GC—Executive Director 

Ill. John W. Brodbeck, Jr., 33°—Personal  

Representative 

Ill. Jason Q. Standish, 33°—Secretary/Registrar, 

410-243-3200

CHARLES COUNTY VALLEY 

MEETS SECOND WEDNESDAY 7:30 P.M.

Masonic Temple 

710 Lodge Street, La Plata, MD 20646

Ill. William  A. Zarychta, 33°—Personal  

Representative 

Bro. Reginald J. Eda, 32°, KCCH—Secretary, 

301-910-1906

CUMBERLAND VALLEY 

MEETS ON MONDAY 7:30 P.M.

Masonic Temple 

15-21 Green Street, Cumberland, Maryland 21502

Ill. Jamey S. Hill, 33°—Personal Representative 

Ill. Robin L. Summerfield, 33°—Secretary,  

301-910-1906

FREDERICK VALLEY 

MEETS ON THURSDAY 7:30 P.M.

Masonic Temple 

6816 Blentlinger Road, Frederick, Maryland 21702

Ill. Tommy J. Morris, 33°—Personal Representative 

Ill. Scott J. Cameron, 33°—Secretary, 301-846-0406

SALISBURY VALLEY 

MEETS ON MONDAY 7:30 P.M.

Masonic Temple 

110 N. Division Street, Salisbury, Maryland 21801

Ill. Arthur H. Tawes, 33°—Personal Representative 

Hon. Edward A. Welch, 32°, KCCH—Secretary,  

443-235-6758

SOUTHERN MARYLAND VALLEY 

MEETS ON WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Masonic Temple 

24410 Mervell Dean Road, Hollywood, 

Maryland 20636

Ill. John W. LeRoy, Sr., 33°—Personal Representative 

Ill. Alfred L. Girard, 33°—Secretary, 301-904-6468

SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY 

MEETS THIRD THURSDAY 7:00PM

Masonic Temple 

136 E Gordon Street, Bel Air, MD 21014

Ill. William T. Ivey, 33°—Personal Representative 

Hon. Randy S. Dietrich, 32°, KCCH—Secretary, 

443-847-1761 

www.susquehannasr.org


